
Dear Covenant,


Our Session met this past Thursday evening to discuss the serious topic of reopening 
of worship.  We prayerfully considered many important factors that relate to the 
physical and spiritual needs of our people. 


Based on the best information available and the advice of our governor, the Session of 
Covenant Presbyterian Church believes we can begin offering public worship services 
on May 31, 2020.  We believe the wisdom of this decision is contingent upon 
responsible social distancing protocols and reducing contact risks.


There are two values that guide our decisions.  First, worship is an essential activity 
and second, we have an obligation to be responsible and loving members of our 
community.  As a result, while COVID-19 continues to be an imminent threat, public 
worship will have to promote reasonable social distancing and reduce contact risk. 


To promote proper social distancing we will do the following; 

1. There will be two Sunday morning worship services beginning at 9:15AM and 
11AM.


2. We will continue our Discipleship Hour via Zoom meetings at 2pm on Sundays.

3. Sermon podcasts will be available by 11am for those who are, for various reasons,  

unable to attend.

4. We will arrange seating so that worshippers who are not part of the same 

immediate household will be seated at least 6 feet apart. Members of the same 
immediate household are permitted to sit together and less than 6 feet apart.  It will 
be incumbent upon parents to communicate, lovingly, to your children this difficult 
necessity. 


5. There will be no nursery and we would like worshippers to avoid this space, but a 
parent may leave the worship service to temporarily retreat to the nursery in the 
case of a temper tantrum or other necessary parenting needs.


To reduce contact risk: 

6. All worshippers will be required to wear face coverings or masks except where a 
person is unable to wear a face covering or mask because of a medical or disabling 
condition.


7. For children between age 2 and 5, the wearing of a face covering or mask is at the 
discretion of the child’s parent or guardian and children under the age of 2 should 
not wear a face covering or mask.


8. The person leading the worship service will speak without a mask only while behind 
the pulpit at a substantial distance from all worshippers.


9. We will eliminate all physical bulletins, Bibles and hymnals from the sanctuary and 
all relevant content will be projected through PowerPoint and we will email an 
electronic bulletin Saturday evenings.




10.Our offering will be located at the back of the sanctuary by utilizing an offering box 
rather than collection bags.


11.We will eliminate all food related activities with the exception of the Lord’s Supper.

12.We will continue to celebrate the Lord’s Supper on the first and third Sundays, but 

for the time being we will distribute the elements as individual communion wafer 
and juice sets spaced out on trays to eliminate multi person contact.  The elders 
while masked will bring the elements to the congregation.  We will also celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper on May 31 during both services.


13.We are presently attempting to secure hand sanitizers to place around the 
congregation.


14.The sanctuary will be cleaned and disinfected before each service with special 
attention given to the disinfection of heavy transit areas and high-touch surfaces 
(e.g., doorknobs, bathrooms, microphones, shared instruments).


15.As weather permits, we will maximize ventilation in the sanctuary by having 
windows and possibly doors open.


Also, it goes without saying that if you have symptoms of illness, please stay home and 
get proper treatment.  If you are a high risk individual, we encourage you to act wisely 
and, potentially, that might mean staying home. 


In the providence of God, we are on the verge of gathering again.  It will be different 
and there will likely be some awkwardness, but it will be the church publicly gathered 
to praise the Lord of lords and the King of kings.  May God bless us and keep us as we 
give Him all the glory!


With Gratitude,

Pastor Rodney



