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   5 But I have trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall re-

joice in your salvation.  6 I will sing to the LORD, because he 

has dealt bountifully with me.   — Psalm 13:5-6 

Pastor Rodney Henderson  814.242.5905 

Ruling Elder Abraham Florez  860.848.0269 

Ruling Elder Micah Thirey  860.859.9890 

Deacon Keith Smith  860.739.4443 

Church Building  860.464.8476 



 
 

Greetings & Announcements 
 

Call To Worship (Psalm 106:1) 

Praise the LORD! Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

for his steadfast love endures forever!  

Songs of Praise 

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

Lamb of God 
 

Scripture Reading (Mark 15:22-34) 

 Reflections on Sacrifice 

   Hymn 254:Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Reading (1 John 4:7-21) 

Reflections on Love 

Hymn 261: What Wondrous Love Is This 
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Scripture Reading (Isaiah 1:18) 

Reflections on Forgiveness  

Hymn 308: Jesus Paid It All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer in Community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing in Praise 

The Power of the Cross 

 

Benediction (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fel-

lowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 

Hymn 730: Benediction 



 

For Reflection 

 
Once in a kingdom long ago, a gardener grew a huge carrot, 

and decided to give it to his prince, because he loved his sover-

eign. When he gave it, the prince discerned his love and devo-

tion, and that he expected nothing in return. So as the gardener 

turned to leave, he said, “Here, my son, I want to give you 

some of my land so you can produce an even greater crop. It is 

yours.” And the gardener went home rejoicing. A nobleman 

heard of this incident and thought, “If that is what the prince 

gives in response to the gift of a carrot, what would he give to 

me if I gave him a fine horse?” So the nobleman came and pre-

sented the prince with a fine steed as a gift. But the prince dis-

cerned his heart and said, “You expect me to give to you as I 

did to the gardener. I will not. You are very different. The gar-

dener gave ME the carrot. But you were giving yourself the 

horse.” 

    — Charles Spurgeon 

 

How could God express simultaneously his holiness in judg-

ment and his love in pardon?  Only by providing a divine sub-

stitute for the sinner, so that the substitute would receive the 

judgment and the sinner the pardon.  We sinners still of course 

have to suffer some of the personal, psychological and social 

consequences of our sins, but the penal consequence, the de-

served penalty of alienation from God, has been borne by An-

other in our place, so that we may be spared. 

    — John Stott 

 

 

…the way to God is wide open. There is nothing standing be-

tween the sinner and his God. He has immediate and unim-

peded access to the Savior. There is nothing to hinder. No sin 

can hold [you] back, because God offers justification to the un-

godly. Nothing now stands between the sinner and God but the 

sinner’s “good works.” Nothing can keep him from Christ but 

his delusion… that he has good works of his own that can sat-

isfy God… All they need is need. All they need is nothing… 

But alas, sinners cannot part with their “virtues.” They have 

none that are not imaginary, but they are real to them. So grace 

becomes unreal. The real grace of God they spurn in order to 

hold on to the illusory virtues of their own. Their eyes fixed on 

a mirage, they will not drink real water. They die of thirst with 

water all about them. 

    — John Gerstner 

 

[Belief in] a wrathful God without grace will never give you 

the motivation to live a decent life. Only Love can awaken love 

in someone else. Fear can’t elicit love. If you have a God only 

made of standards and righteousness, you will be a driven per-

son, never able to live up, always fleeing when no one pursues. 

How great that he sends his anger to drive us into the arms of 

his love! 

    — Timothy Keller 


